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Requirements for Dissertation Proposals
Dissertation proposal is an important step before writing a dissertation.  It outlines the research directions and topic of a dissertation and determines whether a student can start the dissertation.  The Guidelines explain how students should effectively organize the related information in preparation for a dissertation proposal.  Students should strictly follow the formats and layouts as instructed.  
Dissertation Title: XXXXXXXXXXX
The dissertation title should be accurate, clear and concise, summarizing the major and the most important contents of the dissertation. It should provide readers with an overall idea of the research contents, academic subject areas and application areas of the dissertation.  When deciding on the title, words that will facilitate information search and retrieval (e.g. keywords) should be considered.  Normally, the Chinese title should be limited to not more than 25 words. If more need to be said, a sub-title can be used to provide extra information. The sub-title can be used with a dash “ –” under the title. Abbreviations, acronyms, and formula not commonly used should be avoided in the title. 
Normally the dissertation title should cover research subjects and areas.

【The length and structure of the proposal】 
The dissertation proposal should be over 3,000 words. The space displaying graphs/charts can be converted into word counts of the equivalent space.

A dissertation proposal generally consists of the following seven sections
1. Research background and significance  
2. Current status of research and analysis
3. Research objectives and contents 
4. Difficulties and possible solutions 
5. Expected outcomes 
6. Work Plan
7. List of references 
For any dissertations with topics which constitute as part of a large-scale project, dissertation proposals can be written from the perspective of the entire project or system. The potential or existing problems with respect to completing the project should be highlighted and the discussions can center around how these problems can be resolved. This will give teachers reviewing the proposals a comprehensive understanding of the outlines and approaches of the solutions. The proposals should not cover only the student’s own work.
Details of each section are as follows:

1.
Background and Significance of the Topic
【Content Requirements】
This section should clearly answer the following questions:
1． Background of the chosen topic
The background or the reasons why you decide on this topic.
Briefly explain the reasons leading to the chosen topic. 
What are the objectives of chosen topic?  What are the issues to be solved?
2． Significance of the topic
Briefly explain the significance of the topic in terms of practical application or in the theoretical context. 
【Writing Requirements and Length】 
The writing should be clear and precise and relevant to the topic.  This section should cover concrete issues instead of broad subjects or basic concepts.  If the dissertation is part of a project, your duties and responsibilities concerning the project should be stated.  
【Common Problems】
Writing too much and describing the enterprise(s) concerned or background of the topic in a promotional or even advertising manner while the description of the topic is unclear. 
Writing too much on broad subjects that everyone knows about.  Straying away from the topic.  Failing to explain what you plan to do with respect to the topic or what problems are to be solved.  Exaggerating the significance of the topic. 
2.
Analysis of the Current Status of Research
This is a major section of the dissertation proposal. It determines whether you have chosen a topic on sufficient grounds, whether the positioning is appropriate, and whether the question posed is genuine. 
For this section to be well written, the key is the quantity of literature review and the level of understanding in literature. In fact, this section is the core of the literature overview. 
【Content Requirements】
You should organize and write this section based on the areas covered by the dissertation topic and the questions involved.  You should understand how others address the problems that you are going to research on and solve.  It is best that the analysis outline progress in the last three to five years.  You should briefly describe the methods and thinking adopted, compare and analyze the pros and cons of these methods and then arrive at your conclusion.  The final conclusion should support your choice of topic.  
【Writing Requirements and Length】
1． Based on the background, approaches and other issues with respect to the topic chosen, state the major solutions in this area and the problems and inadequacy of these solutions. A clear analysis of the inadequacy is particularly important so that your chosen topic can be justified.  In addition, intellectual property right, core techniques, purchasing costs, security and special demands can also justify the chosen topic. 
2． The contents of this section should be directly related to the topic chosen and those irrelevant should not be included.  The discussion should be succinct and objective.  Do not use inappropriate adjectives or jump to conclusion. Conclusion should only be made after analyzing the research status of the areas covered by the topic. 
3． Based on the background, any significance and analysis of current status described in the previous sections, existing problems related to the objectives of your dissertation must be identified. These questions are central to what your dissertation should address.  The research objectives and work plan set out in the following sections should answer the question of whether the approach adopted will be able to solve or alleviate one or more questions set out here. 
【Common Problems】
The contents are too broad and short on substance due to insufficient literature review, lack of in-depth reading or reading general introductory articles online or in magazines.  Much is discussed about general knowledge and nothing much on specific research areas.  The contents are too diversified, covering a period of a few decades and include matters both relevant and irrelevant to the topic, losing the purpose of writing this section and the themes are unclear.  Another problem is jumping to conclusion in order to justify the topic without the detailed analysis and comparison or the analysis and comparison fail to substantiate the conclusion. 
3.
 Research Objectives and Contents
This section is a focus of the dissertation proposal.  It outlines the aims you want to achieve and the work you intend to undertake to achieve them. You should also put forward a feasible work plan including the difficulties and the overall design.  A logical development plan should be established centering around the research objectives with research and techniques required to support the achievement of the objectives.  To solve the problems and ensure that the objectives can be achieved, a reasonable approach integrating the research and the techniques employed should be adopted. 
As a focus of the dissertation proposal, details should be elaborated so that teachers reviewing the proposal can assess the prospect of your research and provide advice and suggestions on your research methods. 
3.1 
Research Objectives 
【Content Requirements】
This section sets out the objectives that the dissertation aims to achieve.  The description of the objectives should be simple, precise and verifiable. e.g. systems, tools, approaches, models, mechanisms, methods and outcomes etc. 
【Writing Requirements and Length】
The research objectives should be described in simple and precise language and best be summarized in one sentence so that readers can immediately understand your objectives. The expected outcomes of the objectives as well as the major characteristics or types of outcomes should be briefly explained for verification.  Usually a few lines will be sufficient and no expanded or explanatory description should be made.
【Common Problems】
Turn research contents into objectives and outline detailed work in this section, and as a result, the objectives become unclear. 
3.2 
Research contents
【Content Requirements】
This section should describe the work necessary for achieving the research objectives of the dissertation, i.e., what you need to undertake to achieve your research objectives. 
【Writing Requirements and Length】
The description should be precise and the concept should be clear.  The research contents and the objectives should be inter-related.  The two should be relevant, reasonable and complete. 
 “Index entry + simple description” can be used to discuss the specific work required to achieve the research objectives.  Professional languages, concepts and terms should be used wherever possible. 
【Common Problems】
Use circular argument or reasoning, include solutions in this section, or include established techniques, methods or tools as part of the research contents. 
3.3 Research Methods
【Content Requirements】
Explain the research methods, solutions and strategies that will be adopted to address the problems and inadequacy set out in the previous section on the current status of research analysis. Conduct feasibility analysis. 
【Writing Requirements and Length】
You should ensure the methods, solutions and the research contents of your dissertation are related and reasonable, and the methods to be adopted are feasible.  Explanation can be provided in the forms of chart, flowchart and word. 
【Common Problems】
The techniques, tools and methods listed are irrelevant to the research contents and topics.  They are not research methods, solutions and testing methods adopted after analysis.  The reasons for adopting these methods and approaches are unconvincing or are unrelated to the research contents. 
4.
Difficulties and Solutions
【Content Requirements】
1． Analyze the difficulties that might be encountered in the research process.  Then, discuss and prove that research can be completed and research objectives can be achieved by solving these difficulties. 
2． Propose solutions for the difficulties and analyze their feasibility. 
【Writing Requirements and Length】
The major difficulty lies in problems that cannot be solved with current and commonly used methods.  All analysis must be precise, convincing and related to the research objectives and contents of the dissertation.  General discussions should be avoided. 
【Common Problems】
Pose current knowledge, techniques, methods or framework as key issues of the dissertation, or, propose standard approaches or framework, which are unrelated to the research contents, as solutions of the difficulties concerning the research topic of the dissertation. 
5.
Expected Outcomes
【Content Requirements】
Describe expected outcomes that can be reviewed and verified.  The outcomes should be consistent with the research objectives. Simple descriptions of the major functions and outcome performance indicators can be provided. Explanation of the outcome should be given on the form (structure, policy, regulation, tool, system), and you should clearly state the special characteristics of your work, and explain its significance, methods and possible outcomes etc. which are innovative.  
【Writing Requirements and Length】
The wording should be simple and precise and the outcomes should best be summarized in one sentence.  It is sufficient to list all major functions and expanded explanations should not be included.  A practical attitude should be adopted towards possible innovative areas.
【Common Problems】
Pose research contents as outcomes, or give too much description and explanation of the functions. 
6.
Work Plan 
6.1 
Dissertation work plan
State the time schedules for completing the topic and for mid-term assessment and graduation oral defense.  You should not provide a simple work schedule that covers only the usual stages of research projects.  Instead, you should set out more detailed arrangements according to the key issues addressed in the project and mid-term assessment, the writing of the dissertation and graduation oral defense etc.  A table format will be preferred for mid-term review of the completion status.  Do not use your participating project plan. 
6.2 
Work Responsibilities 
Provide information on your major responsibilities in the achievement of the project objectives. 
List of References
The list of references is an assessment on whether you have conducted sufficient and in-depth study of the research area before conducting research into a topic or developing a project. 
Specified Formats for References
Please follow the most recent edition of APA citation guide and publication manual.  Some formats are listed below:
1.
Original English Materials
Citing an English publication: 
Rossi (Surname), P. H. （Initials of given name）(1989) （Year of publication）. Down and out in America: The origins of homelessness. （Title of publication）Chicago （Place of publication）: University of Chicago Press. （Publisher）
Citing an edited publication:
Campbell, J. P., Campbell, R. J., & Associates. (Eds.). (1988). Productivity in organizations. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.
Citing a translated publication: 
Michotte, A. E. (1963). The perception of causality (T. R. Miles & E. Miles, Trans.). （need not change the order of the translator’s given name and surname）London: Methuen. (Original work published 1946) 

Citing a reprint publication
Ebbinghaus, H. (1964). Memory: A contribution to experimental psychology. New York: Dover. (Original work published 1885; translated 1913)
Citing an article in an English publication
Wilson, S. F. (1990). Community support and integration: New directions for outcome research. In S. Rose (Ed.) （stands for “edit”）, Case management: An overview and assessment (pp. 13-42). White Plains, NY: Longman.
Citing an article in an English Journal 
Roediger, H. L. (1990). Implicit memory: A commentary. Bulletin of the Psychonomic Society （Title of article）, 28 （issue）, 373-380. （Page number）
Citing an English postgraduate dissertation 
Thompson, L. (1988). Social perception in negotiation. （Title of dissertation）Unpublished doctoral dissertation, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL. （University; Location of university） 

Citing a report presented at an academic conference:
Hogan, R., Raskin, R., & Fazzini, D. (1988, October). （Time or report）The dark side of charisma. Paper presented at the Conference on Psychological Measures and Leadership（Name of conference）, San Antonio, TX. （Location of conference）
2.
Chinese Materials
Citing a Chinese publication in an English dissertation: 
Wen, Q. F. [文秋芳]，2003，英語學習者的成功之路. 上海：上海外語教育出版社。
Citing a Chinese article in an English dissertation
Wang, C. M. [王初明]等人，2000，以寫促學：一項英語寫作教學改革的試驗. 外語教學與研究（3）（第幾期）：230－236。（文章頁碼）
In an English dissertation, if the English translation of a Chinese title is used in the main text, it should also be used in the list of reference 
Wen, Q. F. [文秋芳]，2003，英語學習者的成功之路[English learners’ path to success ]. 上海：上海外語教育出版社
Chinese name can be used in a Chinese dissertation. e.g.
王初明等人，2000，以寫促學：一項英語寫作教學改革的試驗. 外語教學與研究（3）：230－236

3.
Online publications 
Citing an online English Journal 
VandenBos, G., Knapp, S., & Doe, J. (200r1). Role of reference elements in the selection of resources by psychology undergraduates. Journal of Bibliographic Research, 5（Issue）, 117-123（Page number）. Retrieved Oct. 13, 2001, from http://jbr.org/articles.html

（(Note: according to the APA format, no punctuation mark is used at the end of a reference citation of an online publication)
Citing an online article:
GVU’s 8th WWW user survey. (n.d.). Retrieved August 8, 2000, from http://www .cc.gatech .edu/ gvu/usersurveys/survey1997-10/
 (If the name of author is not provided on the webpage, the citation should start with the name of the webpage or publication. “n.d.” means that the date the publication is uploaded is not provided on the webpage.) 
Citing an article published on the University webpage:
Chou, L., McClintock, R., Moretti, F., & Nix, D. H. (1993). Technology and education: New wine in new bottles: Choosing pasts and imagining educational futures. Retrieved August 24, 2000, from Columbia University, Institute for Learning Technologies Web site: http://www.ilt.columbia.edu/ publications/papers.html
4.
Online publications 
List the above references in the alphabetical order of surnames (small font size 4; Time New Roman; 1.5 line spacing)
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【Common Problems】①Normally textbooks should not be used as reference; ②the contents of some websites only represent the views of the website owners or of individuals publishing them. They are not of academic nature and may not be suitable for uses as references. 
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